July 17, 1951

Dear Family,

Not having taken pen in hand for some time I though I would break silence and let you know how things are going.

We are just about at the height of the season, with regard to both business and weather.  The days are really beautiful – bright sun, clear blue sky, and snow covered peaks.  The nights are still cool though – even last week (July 10) our water pipes froze tight at night.  June was essentially a bad month for weather; on the 23rd we had a snowstorm that would have put you in mind of a Buffalo winter.  Cars pour through here at the rate of about 300 a day – mostly from the States.

We work a split shift: 7AM -> noon and 6 PM to 10 and noon to 6 PM the next.  So I still have plenty of time for hiking and climbing.

Jacket and trousers and all books have arrived safely – and I want to thank you for the trouble.  Also thanks, for the copy of the Ford Times.  The illustrations there also give you some sense of the country.

The Jeep is now in process of a minor overhaul.  Nothing serious, but the Chalet garage has all the tools and I thought I would tackle the job while I have the time.  Tapysets [?] need resetting & front wheel bearings need packing.  First time a wrench has been laid to the engine in 17,000 miles – which I think is something of a testimony to Jeep reliability.

One tip you might find useful if you do any mountain driving this summer.  One of the first things to act up or fail completely at high altitude is the fuel pump.  Precaution: advise having diaphragm checked and all gaskets replaced before leaving home.

You asked for advice regards a Coleman stove.  Would highly recommend 2-burner folding box type.  Get cheapest model as burners and tank are all the same.  This retails in the States for about $10.  For trouble free operation always use unleaded gasoline (Sunoco) or better still naphtha fuel (hardware store).  Would further suggest you purchase a small 1-gallon filler can with priming spout – this saves untold grief in filling stove (see illustration).   [image: image1.jpg]f 2%
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Would also recommend Coleman Fuel Filter (35 cents).  Dirty fuel is one of the main causes of early breakdown.

If you plan a lot of hot meals you might want to invest on an additional 1-burner stove.  These come in various sizes, the smallest being ideal and costing $7-9.  This is not to be confused with the very small “Pocket Coleman” nor the larger “Coleman Heating Plants”.  The one I refer to has a single burner about the size of an ordinary kitchen range burner.  On this one you put the coffee pot.  While it boils away you can work unencumbered on the two-0burner job.  This is a luxury, however, as you can manage quite well without it.

For outdoor cooking I would highly recommend a cast iron frying pan.  You only need one.  Remember you can’t take your whole kitchen with you!  The less cooking paraphernalia you have the less bother and consequently more time.  All your cutlery (it shouldn’t be much) goes inside the stove – etc.

One final request (although I’m sure you must be sick of them): In one of the boxes under the eave (toward Humboldt) you will find my 35mm slide projector.  It’s in a box with phonograph records.  Would you please send it.  You can either take it to Fort Erie [Canadian city across the Niagara River from Buffalo] yourself or give it to Johnny.  Pack carefully and mark FRAGILE.  Might be a good idea to remove the bulb and wrap.  It disassembles by removing aluminum ring on front; whole top then comes off.  Mirror and condenser lenses should be wrapped separately.  You should be able to get it in a small enough package so you don’t have to worry about declaring.  Many thanks.  
John.
