Columbia Icefields 

Jasper, Alberta 

June 20, 1951

Dear Family,

Me again with just a short note to let you know that we are stil alive.

We of course heard of the new baby and are glad that all is well.  Things should be pretty well back to normal by this time.

We are getting on famously here. It is what you could truly call congenial employment.  As you may have gathered 3arol works at the desk at the Chalet.  Her duties are t those that you would expect to be performed behind a hotel desk.  The Chalet itself is a huge Swiss style building which commands a beautiful view of the glaciers which, overflow from the Icefields.  They operate with a staff* of about 20 and that with the three of us at the gate make a swell gang that has already  had some wonderful times.
I am principally engaged at the gate.  The Banff Park boundary is only a few miles down the road, and so our purpose is to check on the cars entering Jasper from Banff.  We are also an information bureau of sorts and thus I have rapidly become sort of a walking encyclopedia of the Canadian Rockies.  My partner, Ross Potter, is a university student from Vancouver.  The third man is Pete Withers a native Hew Zealander but a Jasper Park warden and resident for many years.  His job is chiefly that of government guide for people who are sightseeing on the glacier.
I guess I have already expounded on the beauty of the mountains around us so 1’11 do no more than include a few post cards to give you a general idea of how things look.  By way of Information, the Icefields themselves are dfrvast bowl of glacial ice contained irithin a ring of mountains at whose southern edge we are located. The ice (flowing slowly as it doss) escaped from the containing ring of mountains by means of valley glaciers. One of the largest of these is the Athabaska Glacier, being some seven miles long and about two miles wide. Its terminus Is oniy a short distance from the road (Banff-Jasper highway) and so it is quite a tourist attraction.  The lower slppes of the glacier are negotiable by snowmobile and there are several of these machines around to take people on an ice-tour.  At the head of the glacier are a series of tremendous icefalls that prevent further progesss except on foot, or If there is good snow cover, on skis.  One of my summer projects (in company of Joe Hutton) is to climb the icefalls and get onto the main icefield itself.

It is easy to see the reason for the snow accumulation which is necessary for glacier formation of glaciers. We have had snow almost every day since we arrived. It doesnt last very long, but higher up it sticks and just keeps building and building.  The end of June should see the end of frequent snow, but according to what we have bean told it will snow practically every month throughout the summer.

One small request.  When you send the books I wonder if you would mind including my corduroy sport jacket and brown gabardine trousers.  I'm having to dress up a bit more these days.  Carol's mother can send them from Canada.

That seems to be all for a while.

John

