[note: this letter originally hand written]

May 15, 1951

Dear Family (with specific remarks to Aunt Clara):

Enclosed you will find the insurance surrender form which I have signed according to your instructions.

The situation has now advanced to the point where we are fairly certain of what we shall be doing this summer.  On May 22 we finally move from Miette Hot Springs after almost a year – a year we shall certainly always remember.  We are going to the Columbia Icefields at the southern tip of the park.  It’s beautiful country, very high, and replete with glaciers.  We shall be almost midway between Banff and Jasper and in the very heart of the most spectacular area of the Canadian Rockies.
I have a job at a government information office and Carol will be receptionist at the Icefields Chalet.  We don’t know exactly what our accommodations will be, but there is a good possibility that we shall be under canvas again for a few months.

We take up our duties on May 24 and cease operation on September 15.  Between those two dates we shall be glad to see anyone who cares to drop around our way.  However, after Sept 15 we may be on our way almost anywhere, depending on our fortunes – perhaps up north, maybe the west coast – at any rate we shall be very undependable after that date – and we are planning to hunt big horn sheep in October.

We were looking forward to seeing Aunt Clara when your letter telling us you had cancelled your plans arrived.  Now it looks as though you are coming after all.  Fine, as this country has to be seen to be appreciated.  Although we shall both be working, we shall, of course, have time off to do a little exploring and sightseeing (in the Jeep).

If you come, you can let us know later and we can work out the details then.  There is no airfield near Jasper so I imagine you will land at Edmonton (a very famous & interesting airport by the way) and take train or bus to Jasper.  We shall do all possible to be on hand when you arrive.  But if all fails, there is daily bus service out to the Icefields where we are.  In any event we shall be looking for you and do our best to make the trip worthwhile.

It looks as though the parental side of the family is also thinking of making a trip west.  Too bad you can’t all come together but I imagine that time consideration would rule that out.  Were you planning on driving?  We shall be anxious to hear your exact plans.
John

P.S. This may be a bit premature, but you may see a story of mine in SAGA magazine sometime in the future – this time a story of true adventure in the Antarctic.
