3-2-51

Dear Family,

An unexpected chance to get to town, hence just a hasty note this time.

Enclosed is NSLI premium notice.  Please give to Johnny at earliest convenience.

You ask me to answer certain questions, something to do with the future, I believe.  First let me say that uprooting and striking out such as we did breeds in you a new sort of independence that allows you to quite unworriedly live to the fullest from day to day. Rather than in bourgeois anxiety from year to year, this is, perhaps, exaggerated, but you get the effect.  The only definite thing I can really say is ‘nothing definite’.  Alaska still holds all its former appeal – as do many other things.  To reduce these vagaries to your specific situation let me say that we do not envision a return to what you would call a ‘settled life’ in Buffalo in the near future.

I am puzzled that the woodwork in the kitchen should need re-doing so soon!  I hope you have made a thorough examination of all paint cans I left as there were many gallons of useful paint such as white enamel, ivory enamel, grey enamel, etc.

You never did mention the outcome of your evening with the Hathaway’s and Mrs. M.

News of the day: my beard – between 2 and 3 inches – is off.  Successful experiments in baking include cinnamon rolls (delicious), fruit stoellen (delicious), raisin bread (delicious), current ring (delicious).  After many many baked bean experiments we have hit upon the one.  The ermine – remember? – has long since been trapped and now is in deep freeze pending skinning.  Our moose is great with child while wolves and coyotes have killed an elk a few miles down the road.  A few weeks ago coyotes were quite numerous and one day upon our return to cabin we almost bumped into one.  He howled terrifically, but was gone before I could get my rifle out.
Nights are still quite chilly (below zero) but, if the sun shines, the daytime temp zooms up to the mid 20’s.  At this altitude, of course, even winter sunlight is very intense, warm, and creates a truly beautiful world.  Skiing is now par excellence.

John
