Miette Hot Springs Jasper, Alberta December 17, 1950

Dear Family,

There is a possibility that the road will be clear this week so I thought I would drop a few lines.

Nick was in to Jasper the other day and picked up our mail.  He couldn't get past Mile 3 on the Hot Springs road so Pete skied down to get the stuff.  Hence we have your letter of the 7th instant.

Although we won't get them before Christmas would you please forward any Christmas cards we may get.  It's one of the few ways we have of keeping in touch with all the people we know here there and everythere.

I thought I had mentioned it before; Carol's mother had a subscription to the Courier-Express sent to us; hence the picture of Ruth.  Of course, when we get them it is in huge bunches of several weeks' Issues so we have a whole evening's feast of hometown news.

Not that we are starving for news, though.  Our radio reception is excellent in the evening and we here the newscasts from Seattle, Tacoma, Spokane, Sacramento, Edmonton, Lethbridge, Calgary, and many others. To date we have had little use for the short wave bands although occasionally when broadcast band reception is poor we switch to the 31 meter band, and listen to the armed forces overseas broadcast.

Incidentally, along about September I should have had a premium notice from the Veterans Administration. Please advise as to what you did with this if it came. This matter had completely slipped my mind or I would have inquired sooner.

Although we had vehemently opposed all sending of Christmas gifts, in the end the Holiday spirit seized us and we sent everybody a small and inexpensive present.  We hope you don't mind.  Tell us what you think of the fruit cake. We sampled our own & felt quite proud.  It is a very wide​spread Canadian custom to bake your own Christmas cakes so rather than buy one we thought we would try our hand. Daddy should like it as there is plenty of fruit and not too

many raisins.  The shops cater to this custom and there

can he had all manner of fruits; cherries, pineapple, orange,

lemon, citron, dates, peel, figs, nuts, and the like.

In preparation for the holiday we have made some hard apple cider.  We have sampled that too and it is quite delicious. If bubbles just like champagne and is definitely alcoholic. That plus a quart of South African wine and a fifth of Walker's should do us nicely.  We also have a bottle of sparkling Burgundy to add to it all.  Not that we are going to drink our Christmas dinner but all will add to the celebration.

For Christmas dinner we shall all be at Pete's and Hetty's.

They'll have a huge turkey with all the trimmings. Pete

is English, Hetty is Dutch, and we American of German

lineage so we shall have a grand mixture of them all.

Carol is making the pies and a big batch of cookies including

springerleys, pfeffernuess, snow balls, butter cookies (spritz) ice box squares, German spice balls, and rocks.

Since Pete has the kids we shall all concentrate on his tree.  Also, he has the room.  No need to buy the Yule tree here.  It's not strictly legal to cut in the park, but up here miles from anyone it doesn't matter much.  We have literally millions of evergreens to choose from; scotch pine, balsam, blue spruce, Sitka spruce, white pine,  jack pine, yellow pine, lodge pole pine, and, higher up, hundreds of unknown (to us) Alpine shrubs.  Our own place will be decorated with boughs and holly if we can find any ( none located to date).

The whole world up here in blanketed with about three foot of snow.  Quite often now, we slip on our snow shoes and go out for an afternoon tramp.  Pete is an expert skier and both of us are completing our ski outfits.  Then as soon as the first hard crust forms on the snow we shall be out trying our hand at still another winter activity.

One final item.  Be sure to notify me immediately should I receive anything from my local board regarding my draft status.  Strictly speaking I should have notified them when I left the States but fast action on my part can avoid any difficulty.

John
