Miette Hot Springs

Jasper, Alberta November 19, 1950

Dear Family,

Thought you might like a few words of assurance from the frozen waste-lands that we are still alive.

Received you last letter in which you tell of painting the bathroom but did not find my hunting letter included. I urgently need the material included in the latter for a project I am working on.  Please send it with you next letter. Aside from those other requests no more from this point. I hope I am not causing too much trouble.

I should have cautioned you that the bathroom had been painted with a water base paint on the last occasion. It is almost Impossible to put any kind of a non-water base paint over the stuff without first scraping it off. While on house matters, I wonder if Bob ever got around to dis​connecting the old water heater.  I told him he could have the tank for minnows.  Don't be too hard on the boy. He, just as I did, usually puts the things which interest him most first on the list of activities.  Hence, my not having ever gotten around to cleaning out the furnace, much as it needed it.  I take it that the work bench is now in place and in use every other night.  Did you find enough room left over in the attic for your stuff?

News of you new TV outfit surprised me.  I did not think you would indulge until all the technical upheavals had settled. How did your first color films turn out—or aren’t' you talking.

This morning when I got up, the temperature was 14 below zero.  So you see that the really cold weather has not yet arrived.  Today was the fifth consecutive day that the mercury has not once been above the zero mark.  The only problems posed by the cold are automotive.  My anti-freeze is good for 54 below, but that in itself isn't enough. You have to try all the tricks of the trade to start your car on mornings such as these.  I like to turn the engine over every day even though we don't use the car — to keep the battery fully charged and to dry out the moisture that some how or other gets into the engine and freezes. Bitter experience has told us that in order to consistently start the engine with the least wear and tear you need to:
1. Remove the battery and brine it indoors the night before so it will be warm and deliver full strength in the morning.

2. Drain the radiator the night before and heat the contents to just below the boiling point before pouring back in the morning.

3. Drain the crank case at night and warm the oil on the stove in the morning before returning.

4. Dilute oil with at least a pint of kerosene.

5. Before starting pour about a pint of high octane aviation gasoline in the tank to ensure firing even with the feeblest spark.

6. Park the car so it can roll down hill in case the battery runs down before the engine fires.

If none of these work, we can rely on Nick the warden to be up at least once a month to check on things and he can give us a push.  We have had recourse to all but point 5. , but we have a supply of high test gas on hand just In case. The snow is not bad yet, but I am convinced that before the winter is out I shall need chains on all four wheels. Even in four-wheel drive, the Jeep is too light to get the traction needed in deep snow. Right now, though, it handles knee-deep drifts nicely.

From now on our getting to town to receive and post mail will be very irregular and infrequent.  So don't worry if you don't hear from us for a few weeks or so.  There are several spots on the road that drift in so that all the Jeeps in the world could not get through.  In which case we have to wait until the government takes pity on us and sends out the rotary plow.  ( Regular push plows bog down in the 25 and 30 foot drifts that pile up at View Point and Mile 3)

Won't be able to get this mailed until Monday when Pete goes in.  Nick will probably be up with mail for us tomorrow.
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